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Maui winemakers make a splash with pineapple wines
and island-grown grapes 
By GEORGE MEDOVOY
Special to the Register Jul 3, 2003

TRY 1 MONTH FOR 99¢

MAUI — Maui Splash. Sounds like the perfect name for a dream vacation, right?

Well, yes, but with a surprise.

Maui Splash is a zingy pineapple-and-passion-fruit wine produced by Tedeschi 

Vineyards in less-traveled upcountry Maui, a blissful region of green pastureland 

towering above the island's fabled beaches, a place where Maui's legendary "paniolo"

cowboys herd cattle in a setting reminiscent of Sonoma County.

The winery lies about an hour away from Maui's beaches. It's reached by a two-lane road

that passes cattle-and horse-crossing signs, picturesque, tiny towns, and the occasional

roadside curiosities — like Grandma's Coffee House — as it winds its way up the side of

mighty Haleakala, the largest dormant volcano in the world,
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Dark, ominous clouds began to fill the mid-morning sky as we approached Tedeschi 

Vineyards, but it was only one of those short-lived Maui showers. In a short time, the 

rain had spent itself, and the sun began to radiate through the last of the clouds. It turned 

out to be a sunny and warm day, just right for touring and picnicking, a day seemingly 

made by the Polynesian god Maui, who — legend has it — used his superhuman strength 

to lasso the sun and slow its progress across the sky so that humans could enjoy more 

sunshine.

This 2,000-foot elevation offers memorable vistas of neighboring Molokini crater, where 

boats anchor for snorkeling. Also in the view is Kahoolawe, which for many years was 

called Hawaii's "Target Isle," because of its previous use as a practice target by Allied 

military gunners.

Tedeschi Vineyards sits on spacious grounds leased from the 20,000-acre Ulupalakua 

Cattle Ranch, whose colorful history is worth noting.

In 1856, a retired whaling captain named James Makee purchased an old sugar plantation 

here with more than 1,000 head of livestock. He named his new home "Rose Ranch" 

after his wife Catherine's favorite (and now official Maui) flower, the Lokelani Rose.

Makee and his wife transformed Rose Ranch into an island showplace famed for its 

hospitality. Makee himself delighted in welcoming offshore guests — who required a 

whole day simply to get up to the high ground from the shoreline.

One of the more colorful guests was Hawaii's "Merrie Monarch," King Kalakaua, who 

came with his wife Queen Kapi'olani.

During these visits, the king and the captain would spend lazy days in legendary poker 

games, drinking champagne together in complete abandon.

In 1963, the ranch was re-named "Ulupalakua Ranch," meaning "bread fruit ripened on 

the back." The winery was established in 1974, a partnership between a Californian, 

Emil Tedeschi and C. Purdy Erdman of Ulupalakua Ranch.

At the winery

"Ah, you made it up the mountain," said Momi DeMello, a member of Tedeschi's office 



staff. "Welcome to upcountry Maui. We like it here."

In the 19th century, the winery's tasting room was a jail for unruly cowboys. "Where the 

cash register stands is the old trap door to the dungeon," DeMello explained.

But on to wine.

Tedeschi Vineyards cultivates 22 acres of Carnelian grapes on the cool, wind-swept 

slopes of Haleakala, not far from the sunny resort area of Wailea.

Experts from the UC Davis Department of Viticulture and Enology had a hand in 

developing the winery's grape type.

"UC Davis actually helped us develop a hybrid that's called Carnelian," said DeMello. 

"We intended to do just Champagne, so the grape that is grown is very high in acid 

because that's what we wanted for the Champagne."

While waiting for the first harvest to mature, Tedeschi turned inventive and playful, 

experimenting with pineapple concentrate to develop Maui Blanc pineapple wine — a 

soft, dry wine with a subtle flavor that is also Tedeschi's most popular product.

"About two or three years later, our winemaker became very creative," DeMello said. 

"He took our pineapple wine and added some passion fruit to it. It's wonderful."

This vintage called "Maui Splash" is pleasantly fruity, though not overbearingly so. "You 

serve it nice and cold," DeMello advised. "The colder you can get it, the better."



Two other pineapple products are made here: Pineapple Sparkling Wine, a crisp, fruity 

drink with a fresh pineapple flavor, and Maui Blush, a pale pink table wine.

The winery also produces two Carnelian wines, Plantation Red, a very full-bodied, dry 

wine aged in oak, and Ulupalakua Red, a much softer table wine. There is also a Rose 

Ranch Cuvee, a light, dry vintage named after the Maui rose.

The winery's first grape product, Maui Brut-Blanc de Noirs 1980, was served at Ronald 

Reagan's inauguration.

The Maui Brut-Blanc de Noirs paired well with a lovely fish dish I tried at Raffles 

Restaurant in the Renaissance Wailea Resort Hotel. Made with a kind of Maui red 

snapper, the dish was called Wok Fried Opakapaka and was served with Thai Coconut 

Curry Sauce.

The drive to the Tedeschi Winery goes through the country town of Kula, where Maui's 

famous protea flowers are grown. Also on the route is Makawao, known as "the biggest 

little town in upcountry" where paniolos still ride their horses down the rustic main 

street.

Tedeschi Vineyards is the diamond in the center of upcountry Maui, a pleasant place full 

of good cheer, reflecting the wonderful flavors of the island. If you plan a picnic, you can 

stop at the Ulupalakua Ranch Store for supplies. Mornings and late afternoons tend to be 

cool at these elevations, so bring a sweater.

For more information about the winery, call 808-878-6058. The mailing address is: 

Tedeschi Vineyards, P.O. 953, Ulupalakua, Maui, Hawaii 96790. For information about 

Maui, visit www.gohawaii.com .
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Calculate temperature change 
with elevation
treelinebackpacker / May 6, 2013 

It’s no secret that the temperatures high up in the mountains will be lower than that in the valleys. Have 

you ever set off on a warm summer hike to find the temps at the peak in the 50’s or worse?

Avoid these surprises by knowing how to calculate the temperature loss as you climb. Here are the 

steps involved, and a simple equation to reference.

Now, before we proceed, these are simple approximations. They’re not exact, they’re not terribly 

scientific, and they’re not meant to be used in such a way. Also, if you do the math using Celcius vs 

Fahrenheit, you will get slightly different values. Again, these are both simplified calculations designed 

to be done on the fly, they’re not exact.  That being said, let’s go on.

• Look up the weather forecast

Obviously, you need a base to go on. Look up the local area forecast, and see what the high, and low 

temperatures are going to be.

• Determine the elevation of reference for the forecast.

All weather forecasts are referenced to a particular elevation. Using the National Weather Service 

website you can a detailed forecast, and they’ll list the elevation of reference on the page. If that 

New
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information isn’t available, it’s usually the same elevation as your official city elevation. Here, we’re at 

2,000 feet, and our forecast are all for 2,000 feet.

http://www.weather.gov/

• Determine your peak elevation

Now you need to know how high up you are going to climb or descend. Reference your topo map, or 

find these details online. A quick Google with “Mountain (Name) elevation” will normally get you what 

you need.

• Do the math

You will lose an average 3.5 degrees Fahrenheit for every 1000 feet of elevation you gain (or about 1.2 

degrees Celsius per ever 100 meters. Some people use 9.8 degrees Celcius per 1000 meters).

If you start out at 1000 feet, and climb to 6000 feet, that’s a 5000 foot difference (6000 – 1000 = 5000). 

So, since you’re gaining 5,000 feet in elevation, you’ll use a 5 in your calculation. 5,000 feet, times 3.5 

degrees. Just drop the (thousand). So, ( 5 x 3.5 =  17.5 degrees). So roughly, you’ll expect to lose at 

least 17.5 degrees. I always round up to the nearest 5 just to factor in changes in weather that can’t be 

planned for, so here I will assume a 20 degree difference. Simply subtract this number form your 

expected low, according to the forecast, and you have the lowest expected temperature, short of some 

crazy weather event.

Ex: The weather man says it’s going to be 60 degrees today for the high in your city. Your city is at 

6,000 feet. If you’re climbing from 6,000 feet to 14,000 feet, That’s an 8,000 foot difference. 8 times 3.5 

is 28 (8 x 3.5 = 28). You can assume a 30 degree difference after rounding, so it’s only going to be 30 

degrees max at the top of the mountain (A high of 60 minus your 30 difference)! Remember, that’s for 

the high. Always consider your low temperatures too.

Factors that affect your actual temperature

Some factors change the actual value of these calculations. Cloud cover will trap in more heat, where 

a clear sky will drop the temperature slightly faster. Cold fronts and air streams may also have an 

effect, as well as local evaporative cooling. These factors are too numerous to account for, so the 

equation is designed as a general scenario calculation (after rounding).

Equation  

( 3.5 x Change in elevation)/1000 = temp loss due to elevation change

or (3.5ΔH=Tf)

Thanks as always for reading! Don’t forget to follow our blog for future updates and reviews. It helps us 

out a lot. If you have any questions, comment below, send us an email, or find us on Twitter or 

Facebook (links on the right).
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Sound-bite: “They should call this ‘Paniolo (/information/host-
culture/how-to-pronounce-hawaiian-words-in-15-minutes/word-
definitions/paniolo/) soul food’, brah!”

This is a good side-trip to take after a Haleakala Crater
(http://mauiguidebook.com/camping/haleakala-crater) sunrise trip, or 
during a planned Upcountry exploration day. If you take the back 
side of Haleakala (http://mauiguidebook.com/adventures/haleakala-
backside-kipahulu-to-ulapapakua/) to return from Hana, you will pass 
through starting in Ulupalakua. However I suggest that visitors plan a 
different day to come this way since there are two places on this 
route that are well worth a special trip – and they both close at 5pm. 
(You’ll likely pass though after 5pm if you come through here from 
Hana.) Those stand-out stops are Grandma’s Coffee House and 
Tedeschi Winery. 

(16.8 mm) 
Grandma’s 
Coffee House
GPS Coordinates: 

20.705341,-156.356644
Grandma’s coffee house is in the sleepy town of Keokea. Don’t blink 
your eyes, or you might miss it. Grandma’s stands with a few other 
stores across from the entrance road to Kula Hospital. Stores here 
include an old-time gas station, art gallery and an old, no-nonsense 
country general store (simply called “Henry Fong Store.”) Side Note: 
Fong’s is a good place to grab some snacks if you decide you might 
continue past the Winery. If general-store fare is not your preference 
(or you decide later) there is also the more upscale Ulupalakua Store 
across the street form the winery.

Grandma’s is a rustic country coffee house and restaurant that 
follows an age-old formula from simpler times: rotate a menu of 
great food, prepared by nice people, and infuse some genuine heart 
and soul – and you’ve got yourself a place people will come to spend 
time in. Grandma’s is unassuming and authentic: with fresh local-
grown organic coffee (that they grow) roasted in-house, home-style 
food that is as filling as it is absolutely delicious – and an assortment 
of terrific baked goods to tempt you. In a day and age where “home 
made” is plastered all over factory-made goods – “home-made” 
really does take on the old meaning and describes Grandma’s better 
than anything. And maybe that is because Grandma’s Coffee house 
has been a neighborhood fixture for over 90 years, and across four 
generations. Grandma’s still primarily serves friends, family and 
neighbors – and it shows. 

Between 
Grandma’s and 
the Tedeschi 
Winery is the 

Henry Fong Store (foreground) & Grandma's 
Coffee House (background)
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larger area called 
Ululpalakua. It is 
verdant land that 
has stunning 
views of the 
countryside and 
the coastal resort 
areas of South 
Maui below. 

Frequently, in the afternoons, clouds blow through so low you might 
just feel the urge to duck! This is part of a leeward
(/information/host-culture/word-definitions/leeward/) wind corridor 
above Makena where redirected trade winds carry clouds up onto the 
mountainside. Lush native cloud forests once covered vast swaths of 
land here, but are now restricted to areas that are inaccessible to 
cattle, goats and pigs. Much of the land is picturesque rolling hills of 
green pastureland, with purple jacaranda among the trees dotting the 
landscape. Haleakala and Ulupalakua Ranches comprise 50,000 acres 
of land that cover much of this side of the island. Cattle, sugar and 
other agricultural operations have kept this land in production since 
the 1800’s. 

There are many stunning views of neighbor islands, the valley that 
bridges Haleakala and West Maui, and the blue ocean on both sides 
of the isthmus (/host-culture/how-to-pronounce-hawaiian-words-in-
15-minutes/word-definitions/isthmus/).

Dinner on the Way Back Down the Mountain
Depending on your timing back down the mountain, this will likely be 
a great day to make reservations at the Haliimaile General Store
(http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?
ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&ll=20.862982,-156.351757&spn=0.11854,0.264187&t=h&z=13&msid=108871766490165910977.00047449fb98ff1dd9f81)
In Haliimaile, halfway on your way back down Haleakala Hwy – this 
is an excellent top-quality restaurant at fairly reasonable prices that 
folks staying in the resort towns may otherwise miss.

(~15* mm) Tedeschi Winery & Ulupalakua Store (* approx. –
markers absent & switch here.)
GPS Coordinates: 20.649170,-156.398117
The Tedeschi Winery grounds have much history, and were once a 
large estate called the Rose Estate. The wine tasting room is open 
10:00-5:00 and was originally constructed for King Kalakaua who 
was a frequent visitor to Rose. The grounds around the Kalakaua 
Cottage have beautiful views and are well groomed and planted with 
abundant flowers, shrubs, flowering vines and stately trees. Tedeschi 
is very welcoming with free tours of the grounds and winery daily 
(10:30, 1:30 and 3:00.) There are also picnic tables to enjoy a lunch 
or a snack you may have brought. (MG article on Tedeschi Winery
(http://mauiguidebook.com/upcountry/activities-upcountry-maui/ag-
tours-upcountry-maui/tedeschi-winery/))

The Ulupalakua Store across from the winery

Page 3 of 5Keokea through Ulupalakua | Maui Guidebook
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Name * Email *

As you may have already surmised, you can also continue past the 
Winery and Ulupalakua and see the back side of Haleakala
(http://mauiguidebook.com/adventures/haleakala-backside-kipahulu-
to-ulapapakua/) (fittingly, backwards!)

Key Info:
Location: Kula Road becomes Ulapalakua Road, Upcountry (aka 
Hwy (/information/historical-geological-tidbits/hwy/) 37)
Get directions (http://maps.google.com/maps?
f=d&source=s_d&saddr=&daddr=Tedeschi+Winery+%
4020.64917,-156.398116&geocode=&hl=en&mra=mi&sll=20.650314,-156.39641&sspn=0.014838,0.033023&ie=UTF8&t=h&z=16)

Back Side of Haleakala

Map data ©2018 Google Imagery ©2018 TerraMetrics Terms 1 mi

View Back Side of Haleakala (http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?

ie=UTF8&hl=en&t=h&msa=0&msid=108871766490165910977.0004721665d25b5054e69&ll=20.679205,-156.377335&spn=0.118685,0.264187&source=embed)

in a larger map

Leave a Comment or Review 
Your email address will not be published. Required fields are marked 
*

Start typing...

Website

Post Comment
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Regions and Appellations USA Hawaii Ulupalakua 

Ulupalakua Wine

An Ulupalakua wine label

Ulupalakua is the only wine sub-region of Hawaii, an offshore US archipelago state in the central Pacific Ocean. Ulupalakua is located on the second-largest Hawaiian island, 
Maui, on the slopes of the dormant Haleakala volcano. The only winery operating on any scale here is Tedeschi Vineyards' Maui winery, part of the Ulupalakua Ranch site, which 
makes both grape and pineapple wines.

Ulupalakua Ranch sits at an altitude of almost 2000ft (610m) and its vineyards are planted on the mineral-rich, free-draining volcanic soils which make up most of the Hawaiian 
islands. Very few wine regions in the world have anything like this maritime-influenced, volcanic terroir, with the obvious exception of northern Corsica and certain parts of New 
Zealand.

Symphony is the key grape variety currently used to make Hawaiian wine. It is a cross between Muscat of Alexandria and Grenache Gris, both of which are at home in hot climates 
such as southern France and the eastern Mediterranean. The Hawaii wines made from Symphony grapes are typically slightly sweet and very fruit-driven, with marked floral notes.

The consumer base for Ulupalakua wine is almost entirely domestic, limited both by geography and trade restrictions, although reciprocal trading agreements with other states are 
now in force.

Last updated 13-Jun-2014 
Where is it? 

What's available? 

Most Popular Ulupalakua Wine 
Based on search frequency, updated monthly 

Wine Name Grape Popularity Score Avg Price

Tedeschi Vineyards Maui's Winery Maui Blanc Pineapple Wine, Hawaii, USA Fruit and Spiced Wine 19,748th $13

Tedeschi Vineyards Hula O Maui Sparkling Pineapple Wine, Hawaii, USA Fruit and Spiced Wine 43,342nd $23

Tedeschi Vineyards Maui's Winery Ulupalakua Red, Hawaii, USA Rare Red Blend 130,999th $15

To see how Wine-Searcher uses average pricing and professional wine critic scores on this page, please see Average Wine Prices and Wine Scores. To find out about popularity, 
please see Wine Ranks. 

Map data ©2018 Google  Imagery ©2018 NASA, TerraMetrics

Click chart for more info

Fruit and Spiced Wine 96%

Rare Red Blend 4%

Page 1 of 1Ulupalakua Wine Region

8/29/2018https://www.wine-searcher.com/regions-ulupalakua
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12901 Kula Hwy

Kula, HI 96790

 2 beds 2.5 baths 966 sqft

 For Sale

$1,500,000

Zestimate : $1,590,895

EST. MORTGAGE

Est. Mortgage: $6,054/mo

Get pre-qualified

Get pre-qualified

This property is a genuine Ulupalakua gem! A perfect,

stylish residence on 2.5 acres, most of which has well-

established orchards and gardens. The property is

surrounded by 11,051 acres of Ulupalakua Ranch Land. It

is conveniently located along Kula Hwy. only 3 miles

from Keokea Village. The complete renovations done in

2008 included modernizing the kitchen and bathrooms

with exquisite granites and hardwoods as well as high

quality fixtures and appliances and many special

features. The flooring is fine bamboo throughout. There

is a perfect, cozy breakfast/dining nook and a gas

fireplace. The 800sf wrap around deck with a deck

warmer above the dining area is where meals, meetings

and socializing are very enjoyable with the expansive

view west including the other nearby islands and of

course the sunsets! The unique outdoor bathing

pavilion includes a tub for two and a rain shower with

views that lead your eyes up the verdant mountain of

Haleakala Crater as you bathe. Step around the corner

and you'll find a lava fire pit. Mesmerizing flames jump

out of the lava as you relax in a comfortable seating

area made for conversation under the stars. There are

bonus areas on the ground level; a guest room a project

More 

Facts and Features

 Type 

Single Family

 Year Built 

No Data

 Heating 

No Data

 Cooling 

No Data

 Parking 

No Data

 Lot 

2.5 acres

 Days on Zillow 

10 Days

 Price/sqft 

$1,553

Interior Features

Bedrooms

Contact Agent

Your Name

Phone

Email

I am interested in 12901 Kula Hwy, 

Kula, HI 96790.

Contact Agent

By pressing Contact Agent, you agree that Zillow

Group and real estate professionals may call/text

you about your inquiry, which may involve use of

automated means and prerecorded/artificial

voices. You don't need to consent as a condition

of buying any property, goods or services.

Message/data rates may apply. You also agree to

our Terms of Use. Zillow does not endorse any

real estate professionals.

Lisa Starr(1)0 Recent

sales(808) 283-8450

Listing Agent

®



$

I want financing information

https://www.zillow.com/pre-qualify/#/pre-qualify&zipCode=96790&propertyValue=1500000&propertyType=SingleFamilyHome&source=Z_ForsaleHDP_Getpre-approved
https://www.zillow.com/pre-qualify/#/pre-qualify&zipCode=96790&propertyValue=1500000&propertyType=SingleFamilyHome&source=Z_ForsaleHDP_Getpre-approved
https://www.zillow.com/corp/Terms.htm
https://www.zillow.com/profile/lisastarr6/
https://www.zillow.com/profile/lisastarr6/#reviews
https://www.zillow.com/profile/lisastarr6/#reviews
https://www.zillow.com/profile/lisastarr6/
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12901 Kula Hwy
Kula, HI 96790

12901 Kula Hwy
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