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Crimea 

Tokaji  
The wines of Romania 
Polish Vodka/Polska Wódka  
 
 

Egri Bikavér  
The wines of Croatia 
The underground world of Mileștii Mici 

5 minute break!  
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50°N 

52°N 

54°N 



4/19/2016 

13 

Heroes of Polish Vodka 

Horst  
Schenllhardt 

Casimir the Great Lobby Boy  

Some say 8th  Century Poland 

Some say 9th  Century Russia 

Voda 
 “Water of Life” 

Wódka 
 “A medicinal drink” 
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Casimir the Great 
 

King of Poland from 
1333 to 1370 

  

Heroes of Polish Vodka 

1693 in Poland: 
Detailed, written description of Rye-based wódka  

1405 in Poland:  
First written record of wódka  

Wódka was widely produced and consumed 
by the 1500s 
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 1600s: Noble families and churches granted 
“monopolies” on production & sale 
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1800s: Potatoes introduced from the new world 
Advancements in distillation and filtration 

  

 1800s:Distillation becomes industrialized,  
and big brands are born… 

1919:  
State-control, then nationalization  
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1980s: Political upheaval,  
vodka is rationed  

1990s: Communism falls, and many 
vodka brands are privatized 

Polska Wódka earns a PGI. 

2004: Poland joins the EU  
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Horst  
Schenllhardt 

 
Member of the 

European Parliament 
Born 1946 

Heroes of Polish Vodka 

The Vodka Belt 
Finland, Sweden, Estonia, Lithuania, Latvia, Poland 

Belarus, Norway, Iceland, Ukraine, Russia 
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The Vodka Belt 
Finland, Sweden, Estonia, Lithuania, Latvia, Poland 

Belarus, Norway, Iceland, Ukraine, Russia 
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Would the French like 
Champagne to be distilled 
from plums, and would the 
British accept whisky from 
apricots? 

Richard Henry Czarnecki, MEP–Poland 

The Schenllhardt Compromise  

The standard defining Polska Wódka/  
Polish Vodka was enacted in 2013  
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Base materials must 
be grown in Poland 

All production must occur in Poland 

Wheat 

Rye 

Oats Barley 

Potatoes 

Triticale 
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Lobby Boy? 

Heroes of Polish Vodka 
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Our reason to be proud 

The Bialowieźa Forest 

EU Natura 2000 Special area of conservation;  
UNESCO World Heritage Site 
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The forest supports the last 
remaining herd of European Bison 

Bison Grass—Hierochlöe odorata—
grows here in hidden, sun-lit glades 
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The grass is harvested once a year 

Then prepared for use in Źubrówka 
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Hints of citrus and vanilla 

Coconut , almond notes  

Szarlotka 
 

1 oz Źubrówka 
4 oz Unfiltered 

Apple Juice 
 

Build in a glass with 
cubed or crushed 

ice 
  

Forest  
Lemonade 
 
1 oz Źubrówka 
4 oz Lemonade 
.5 oz Honey 
 
Stir and strain over 
ice; garnish with 
mint leaves 
  



4/19/2016 

27 

Grown-up 
Apple Martini 

 
1 ½ oz Źubrówka 
1 oz Apple Juice 

½ oz St. Germain 
 

Shake or stir with 
ice; strain into a 

Martini glass 


