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The Leading Grapes: 

  Grenache 

Jane 
The Châteauneuf 13: 
Handout Part Two 

Grenache has three color mutations:  
Noir, Blanc, and Gris… 

All three are authorized for use in C-d-P 
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The name “Garnacha” may be 
related to the Italian word 
“Vernaccia” (indigenous)… 

…or may be related to a royal 
gown (garnaxa in Catalan) that 
was a deep royal red color 

94,000 acres in France 

75,400 acres in Spain 

7,000 acres in Italy 

7,000 acres in the US 

5,000 acres in Australia 

500 acres in South Africa 

Grenache Noir   

#1 red 
grape in 

the Rhône 

Ʌ 

Ʌ 
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Grenache Noir   

One of the world’s most-planted  grapes  

Prefers warm-to-hot, dry climates 

Potential for high sugar content 

Can lose color if yields are too high  

Low-to-medium acidity  

Grenache Noir  

Grenache Blanc aka:  
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Grenache Blanc  

#1 is 
Viognier 

12,000 acres in Southern France  

#2 white grape of the Rhône 

Tends to oxidize  

Used in blends or varietal wines 

Main grape variety of white C-d-P 

Where its grown: Grenache Blanc  

Ʌ 

Grenache Blanc  

Berry-color mutation of Grenache 

Tends to oxidize easily 

Some varietal wines made  
(generally in the New World) 

Generally used in blends 
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Grenache Blanc  

Grenache Gris aka:  

Grenache Gris  

Berry-color mutation of Grenache 

About 9,000 acres in France 

Some acreage in Spain and California 

Used in blends, rarely as a varietal 
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Where its grown: Grenache Gris  

` 

Grenache  Gris  

The Leading Grapes: 

  Mourvèdre 

Val 
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The Leading Grapes: 

  Syrah 

Sam 
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