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Australia beyond Shiraz 

Part 2 
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Cool climate regions—Pinot Noir  
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Pinot Noir in Australia 

Part of the original “Busby collection”  

First plantings: 1830s 

Thrives in the cooler areas of the country 

Total plantings: 4,950 ha/12,230 acres  

Mornington Peninsula 
Yarra Valley 
Adelaide Hills 
Tasmania 
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Map via: Australian Bureau of Meteorology  

Climate 
Zones 

Tasmania 

Adelaide Hills  

Yarra Valley 
Mornington 
Peninsula 

Mornington Peninsula 
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Victoria 

Mornington Peninsula GI 

38.2°S 

Mornington Peninsula GI 

https://www.google.com/maps 

Victoria 

Mornington Peninsula GI 

Port Philip Bay 

Bass Strait 
Western Port Bay  Ocean 

Southern 

Australian Alps  

(Part of the Great Dividing Range) 
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Mornington Peninsula 

Vines:  792 ha/1,960 acres  

Elevation: 25-250m/80-820 ft 

All vines within 7 km/4.3 miles of the ocean 

40% white/60% red 

Pinot Noir-Chardonnay-Pinot Gris 

  Pinot Noir: 
335 ha/823 acres 

Barossa: 
 

Barossa: 
 

Barossa: 
 

Barossa: 
 

Mornington 
Peninsula  

 

1,570 degree days 
19.4°C MJT 

Barossa Valley 
 

1,710 degree days 
21.4°C MJT 

Hunter Valley 
 

2,170 degree days 
21.7°C MJT 

Yarra Valley 
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Victoria 

Yarra Valley GI 

37.5°S 

Yarra Valley GI 

https://www.google.com/maps 
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Victoria 

Yarra Valley GI 

Australian Alps  

Central Victoria Highlands 

. 

City of  
Melbourne Bass Strait 

 Ocean 
Southern 

Port Philip Bay 

Yarra Valley 

Vines:  2,150 ha/5,310 acres  

Elevation: 50-350/165-1,150 ft 

Overall cool climate…  
variations due to altitude and aspect  

33% white/67% red 

Pinot Noir-Chardonnay-Cabernet Sauvignon 

  Pinot Noir: 
623 ha/1,540 acres 

Barossa: 
 

Barossa: 
 

Barossa: 
 

Barossa: 
 

Yarra Valley 
 

1,352 degree days 
18.7°C MJT 

Mornington 
Peninsula  

 

1,570 degree days 
19.4°C MJT 

Barossa Valley 
 

1,710 degree days 
21.4°C MJT 

Hunter Valley 
 

2,170 degree days 
21.7°C MJT 
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Adelaide Hills 

South Australia 

Adelaide Hills GI 

34.5°S 
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Adelaide Hills GI 

https://www.google.com/maps 

Murray River 

Flinders Ranges 

Southern 
 Ocean 

Gulf of  
St. Vincent 

Spencer  
Gulf 

South Australia 

Adelaide Hills GI 

. 

City of Adelaide 

Kangaroo Island GI 

Mount Lofty Ranges 

Barossa Range 

Adelaide Hills  

Adelaide Hills 

Vines: 4,000 ha/9,880 acres  

Elevation: 400-550m/1,300-1,800 ft 

35 km/23 m inland from St. Vincent Gulf 

60% white/40% red 

Chardonnay-Pinot Noir-Sauvignon Blanc 

  Pinot Noir: 
560 ha/1,300 acres 
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Barossa: 
 

Barossa: 
 

Barossa: 
 

Barossa: 
 

Yarra Valley 
 

1,352 degree days 
18.7°C MJT 

Adelaide Hills 
 

1,270 degree days 
19.1°C MJT 

Mornington 
Peninsula  

 

1,570 degree days 
19.4°C MJT 

Barossa Valley 
 

1,710 degree days 
21.4°C MJT 

Hunter Valley 
 

2,170 degree days 
21.7°C MJT 

Tasmania 
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City of Hobart: 42.5°S . 

Northwest 

Tamar  
Valley 

**Regions are unofficial** 

East Coast 

Southern 

Tamar River/kanamaluka 

River Derwent 

. 

Pelion Range 

Tasmania 

Vines:  1,505 ha/3,720 acres  

Vineyard elevation: 0-80m/0-265 ft 

Cool climate: all about latitude and water 

52% white/48% red 

Pinot Noir-Chardonnay-Sparkling Wine 

  Pinot Noir: 
435 ha/1,075 acres 
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Barossa: 
 

Barossa: 
 

Barossa: 
 

Barossa: 
 

Yarra Valley 
 

1,352 degree days 
18.7°C MJT 

Adelaide Hills 
 

1,270 degree days 
19.1°C MJT 

Mornington 
Peninsula  

 

1,570 degree days 
19.4°C MJT 

Barossa Valley 
 

1,710 degree days 
21.4°C MJT 

Hunter Valley 
 

2,170 degree days 
21.7°C MJT 

Tasmania 
 

1,013 degree days 
16.8°C MJT 

Taste-along  Tasmanian Pinot Noir  



1/21/2019 

15 

Dalrymple Vineyards Pipers River Pinot Noir 
Tasmania, 2016   

Pipers River 

Coal River 

Swansea 

Ouse 

https://www.google.com/maps 

 100% Pinot Noir 

 Harvested from four specific sites, including Piper’s River, 

Coal River, Swansea, and Ouse  

 14.1 % abv 

 pH: 3.6 

 2-3 days cold soak 

 Aged in French oak barriques 

 Aromas: Complex 

 Fruity—black cherry, red plum, raspberry, red currant 

 Earthy/herbal—dry leaves, bramble, dried herbs 

 Baking spices—vanilla, nutmeg, cinnamon 

 Palate: Fresh acidity, fine tannins, nice structure  

 Finish: Lingering, savory, subtle, warm 

 


