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Dispatch from New Zealand  
featuring Chardonnay and Sparkling Wines 

Rudi Bauer 
Winemaker at Quartz Reef Wines 

(Central Otago) and two time recipient of 
New Zealand Winemaker of the Year  

Micahel Brajkovich, MW 
New Zealand’s first Master of Wine, 
Winemaker at Kumeu River Wines 

Into to New Zealand (Geography, Terroir) 
• Focus on: NZ Chardonnay 
Introducing Michael Brajkovich, MW 
      Michael’s Presentation 
 Introducing Rudi Bauer and Quartz Reef Wines 
• Focus on: NZ Sparkling Wine 
      Rudi’s Presentation  
Wrap-up and Good day! 

Today’s Agenda: 

Photo credit: https://www.facebook.com/pg/nzwinegrowers/photos 
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Otago: 55 ha 

 
 Northland: 20 ha  

 

3,116 hectares 

7,700 acres 

www.nzwine.com Source: 

Warmer Climates 

New Zealand Chardonnay 

Light-to-medium bodied  
Greater acidity 

Aromatic minerality 
Fresh, citrus flavor 

Medium-to-full bodied 
Round, rich flavors 

Soft-medium acidity 

Cool Climates 
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http://www.nzwine.com/
http://www.nzwine.com/
http://www.nzwine.com/
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The                  Evolution of Chardonnay Style 

“Germanic School of Enology” 

“Burgundy-style with lots of oak” 

“Naked” (no oak) 

“Chablis-style”  

Trending…  

Trending in NZ Chardonnay…  

Barrel fermentation 

Barrel fermentation = subtle, 
integrated wood character  

As opposed to stainless ferment 
followed by wood aging 

Wild yeast  

Allows “grape character” to shine 

Allowing a progression of different 
strains of yeast = yeast character is not 
overwhelming 

Trending in NZ Chardonnay…  
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Malolactic fermentation 

The transformation of malic acid 
into lactic acid via bacteria 

Creates a softer, less acidic wine 

Creates diacetyl (buttery note) 

Trending in NZ Chardonnay…  

Lees aging 

The yeast cells absorb diacetyl 

Aging in contact with the 
expired yeast 

Trending in NZ Chardonnay…  

Reductive Character 

Reductive ≠ oxidative  

Protection from oxygen encourages 
primary fruit flavors 

Often creates a “flinty” character 

Trending in NZ Chardonnay…  
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Micahel Brajkovich, MW: New Zealand’s first Master of Wine,  
Winemaker at Kumeu River 

https://www.google.com/maps 

Micahel Brajkovich, MW: New Zealand’s first Master of Wine,  
Winemaker at Kumeu River 

https://vimeo.com/336051898/d1bd2dea36 

https://www.google.com/maps
https://vimeo.com/336051898/d1bd2dea36
https://vimeo.com/336051898/d1bd2dea36
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NZ Sparkling Wine  

Selaks “Champelle” 

https://www.selaks.co.nz/our-story-2/ 

1956 

Mission Estate “Fontanella” 

1963 

https://missionestate.co.nz/ 

https://www.selaks.co.nz/our-story-2/
https://www.selaks.co.nz/our-story-2/
https://www.selaks.co.nz/our-story-2/
https://www.selaks.co.nz/our-story-2/
https://www.selaks.co.nz/our-story-2/
https://missionestate.co.nz/
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https://www.no1familyestate.co.nz/our-story/ 

Daniel Le Brun arrives… 

1975 

Lindauer 

Today’s NZ Sparkling Wine 

Gisborne 

https://lindauer.co.nz/about 

Today’s NZ Sparkling Wine 

Church Road 
Hawke’s Bay 

http://www.church-road.co.nz/ 

https://www.no1familyestate.co.nz/our-story/the-le-brun-family-in-new-zealand
https://www.no1familyestate.co.nz/our-story/the-le-brun-family-in-new-zealand
https://www.no1familyestate.co.nz/our-story/the-le-brun-family-in-new-zealand
https://www.no1familyestate.co.nz/our-story/the-le-brun-family-in-new-zealand
https://lindauer.co.nz/about
http://www.church-road.co.nz/
http://www.church-road.co.nz/
http://www.church-road.co.nz/
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Today’s NZ Sparkling Wine 

Palliser Estate 

https://www.palliser.co.nz/ 

(sub-region of 
Wairarapa) 

Martinborough 

Today’s NZ Sparkling Wine 

Huia Vineyards 

Marlborough 

http://www.huiavineyards.com/huia-imagery - photo by Bonny Iris 

Today’s NZ Sparkling Wine 

Pelorus by Cloudy Bay 

https://us.cloudybay.co.nz/our-wines/pelorus/pelorus 

Marlborough 

https://www.palliser.co.nz/
http://www.huiavineyards.com/huia-imagery
http://www.huiavineyards.com/huia-imagery
http://www.huiavineyards.com/huia-imagery
http://www.huiavineyards.com/huia-imagery
https://us.cloudybay.co.nz/our-wines/pelorus/pelorus
https://us.cloudybay.co.nz/our-wines/pelorus/pelorus
https://us.cloudybay.co.nz/our-wines/pelorus/pelorus
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Today’s NZ Sparkling Wine 

Seifried Estate 

https://www.seifried.co.nz/ 

Nelson 

Central Otago 

Today’s NZ Sparkling Wine 

Quartz Reef 

http://www.quartzreef.co.nz/ 

Rudi Bauer, Winemaker at Quartz Reef Wines (Central Otago) and two time 
recipient of New Zealand Winemaker of the Year  

https://www.seifried.co.nz/
https://www.seifried.co.nz/
http://www.quartzreef.co.nz/
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https://www.google.com/maps 

Clutha River 

Lake Dunstan 

Lots more mountains 
(Southern Alps) Sub-region 

Bendigo  

Rudi Bauer, Winemaker at Quartz Reef Wines (Central Otago) and two time 
recipient of New Zealand Winemaker of the Year  

https://youtu.be/8fvsbIT1R9o 

https://www.google.com/maps
https://youtu.be/8fvsbIT1R9o
https://youtu.be/8fvsbIT1R9o
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Clutha River 

Lake Dunstan 

Lots more mountains 
(Southern Alps) Sub-region 

Bendigo  

Alexandra 

Bannockburn 

Wanaka 

Bendigo 

Gibbston 

Cromwell/Lowburn/Pisa 

References/For More Information: 

• https://www.nzwine.com/en/our-regions/ 
• Robinson, Jancis, Julia Harding and José Vouillamoz: Wine Grapes. New 

York, 2012: Harper Collins Publishers. 
• https://www.thekitchn.com/wine-words-oxidative-vs-reductive-

winemaking-197050 
 

• Kumeu River Wines: https://kumeuriver.co.nz/ 
• IG/Kumeu River Wines: https://www.instagram.com/kumeu_river/?hl=en 
• FB/Kumeu River Wines: https://www.facebook.com/KumeuRiverWines/ 

 
• Quartz Reef Wines:  http://www.quartzreef.co.nz/ 
• IG/Quartz Reef Wines: https://www.instagram.com/quartzreefwines/ 
• FB/Quartz Reef Wines: https://www.facebook.com/QuartzReefWines 
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