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Top Ten Tips 

For Teaching Wine 101 

Presented by Jane A. Nickles, CSE, CWE 

First things first:   
Know your stuff  

Mind your language 
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Don’t break the law 

Top Ten Tips 

For Teaching Wine 101 

As an wine educator, you always 

have three goals: 

Engage 

Educate 

Entertain 



9/1/2019 

3 

Tip #1 

It’s not about information 
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Tip #2 

Create personal connections 
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Not this 

For the beginners: 
Start off simple 

At the same time, challenge the advanced folks 
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Tip #3 

Quick, illuminating moments… 



9/1/2019 

7 

Acid is good  

Flavor vs. Taste 

A touch of tannin 
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Tip #4 

86552049 

“Secret Weapon” Questions 

Pouring the wines blind can lead to 
some great questions…  
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Show them the options  

Tip #5 

Gooseberry 

Lychee 

Passion Fruit 

Black Currant 
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Clove 

Cinnamon 

Nutmeg 

Anise 

Rose  

Violet 

Lavender 

Orange Blossom 

Tip #6 
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26865004 

Balance 

Complexity 

Structure 
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And please…stay away from “clone”! 

Tip #7 

You looooove the Chardonnay 
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You haaaaate the Syrah 

Tip #8 

Compare 
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Least acid……………..……medium acid………….…….most acid 

Sweetness 
Tannin 
Body 

Aroma 
Finish (short to long) 

57246766 

Contrast 

Fruity vs. Earthy 
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Oaked vs. Unoaked 

Red Fruit vs. Black Fruit 

Citrus vs. Tropical Fruit 
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Tip #8 

Pre-empt the “Wine #4 Effect” 

 
 

Group activities: rowdy-and-silly  
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Group activities: rowdy-but-serious  

Tip #9 

Give them (some of the) attention they crave  
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Engage the native speakers  

Plan ahead for advanced students! 

Tip #10 
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Rank your favorites! 

Write a five-word description 

Refreshing  

Grippy 

Cherry 

Blackberry 

Delicious 

The Line-Up 

Picture of police line up 
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Wrapping it Up: 

Grab your 
“sample 
tasting 
sheet” 

handout! 

Top Ten Tips 

For Teaching Wine 101 
Feel free to contact me with any questions:  

Thank you for joining us! 

jnickles@societyofwineeducators.org  

mailto:jnickles@societyofwineeducators.org

