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Certification Summit: 

South Africa’s Coastal Region 

Handout – Part 1  

Today’s Agenda 

 

Intro to South Africa’s Western Cape & the Coastal Region 
The Legendary Vin de Constance 

 
Break! 

 
Taste-along: Kaapzicht Winery Chenin Blanc,  

Stellenbosch 2018 
The Stellenbosch District  

Taste-along: Boekenhoutskloof Chocolate Block 2017 
The Franschhoek Valley District 

Introduction  to 

South Africa’s Western Cape 
& the Coastal Region 
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Breede River  

Olifants River  

Verlorevlei River  

Berg  

River  
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Breede River Valley 

Cape South Coast 

Klein Karoo 

Olifants  

River 

Coastal 

Region 

The 

Coastal 

Region 

South 

Africa’s   
Coastal 

Region 
 150 miles/ 

245 k 

60 miles/ 

95 k 

Accounts for nearly 

half of all the area 

under vine in  

South Africa 
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South 

Africa’s   
Coastal 

Region 

False  

Bay 

Benguela  

Current 

ATLANTIC  

OCEAN 

Olifants River  

Table  

Mountain 

Cape  

Peninsula  

Range 

Cederberg 

Mountains  

Cape Peninsula/ 

Cape Point 

Cape Town . 

Berg 

 River  

Verlorevlei  

River 

Climate of the Coastal Region 

Coastal Areas:  

Maritime-influences/ocean breezes  

Inland/hills: Mediterranean 

Inland/valleys: Warmer/humid 

Groot Constantia vineyards overlooking Cape Town 

Photo via: Groot Constantia Estate 

Soils of the Coastal Region 

Granite: Western coast,  

Constantia, Darling  

Malmesbury Shale:  Swartland 

Table Mountain Sandstone: 

Stellenbosch, Paarl, Franschhoek 
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Lutzville 

Districts 
of the  

Coastal 

Region 

  Swartland 

Darling 

Tulbagh 

Wellington 

Paarl 

Cape Town 

Stellenbosch 

Franschhoek  

?  
Any questions 

The Legendary  
Vin de Constance 
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• One of the four wards of 

the Cape Town District 

• Vineyards planted on 

southeast-facing slopes 

behind Table Mountain, 

facing False Bay 

• Soils:loamy Table 

Mountain sandstone and 

decomposed granite 

• As soil tends to be fertile, 

rigorous canopy 

management is required 

 

Constantia Ward 

History 

 Simon van der Stel (1639-

1712) becomes Commander 

(1679), and later Governor 

(1691), of the Dutch colony at 

the Cape of Good Hope 

  In 1685, he is given 762-hectare Constantia 

property, which he turns into a fruit, vegetable and 

cattle farm and an experimental wine estate 

 After his death, the property is split up and 

auctioned off.  

 

Rise to Fame 

 1778: Hendrick Cloete (1639-

1712) purchases and 

rehabilitates Groot Constantia 

 By 1780, he had planted 10,000 

new vines, and he started 

producing Vin de 

Constance/Constancia Wyn. 

 Most wine was sold to colonial administrators, first 

the Dutch, and after 1795, the British, who started 

to import lots of Cape Colony wine [during their 

war with France] 
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Pinnacle of 
Fame 

 Emperors and kings, from 

Frederick the Great of Prussia 

to Napoleon drank “Constantia 

Wyn”.  

 Charles Dickens celebrated it 

in Edwin Drood 

 Jane Austen's character 

recommended it as a cure for 

a broken heart in Sense and 

Sensibility  

 Charles Baudelaire compared 

Constantia wine to his lover‘s 

lips in Les Fleurs du Mal. 

Fall from Fame 

 1859 Powdery Mildew arrives at the Cape 

 1860  Great Britain and France conclude free trade agreement 

 1869 Suez Canal opens 

 1872 Jacob Cloete files for bankruptcy 

 1885 Groot Constantia becomes a Government Wine Farm 

 1889 Phylloxera arrives in Constantia [1886 in South Africa] 

 1925 Estate burns down; lands are leased out until 1957 

 1976 Control Board begins to run farm as wine business 

 1993 Groot Constantia Trust takes over-> tourism attraction 
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What was in those bottles? 

What was in those bottles? 

 “Analyses of recently opened bottles (still perfumed with a 

tang of citrus and smoky richness) show they were unfortified 

although high in alcohol.” -Oxford Companion to Wine, 4th ed. 

 It is believed some versions were fortified to help with the 

long ocean voyages 

 Red or white Constantia without grape variety named on 

label 

 Mainly Muscat Blanc a Petit Grains (Mukadel) with some 

(lesser quality) Muscat of Alexandria and Chenin Blanc 

 Pontac (teinturier) grapes were added to red versions  

Today….three producers 

Klein Constantia 

Groot Constantia 

Buitenverwachting 
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?  
Any questions 


