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Presented by Jane A. Nickles and the Society of Wine Educators

How to study maps and geography 
for wine and spirits certifications

The Big Picture

Study tips

Study tools
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What is 
a map?
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The knowledge 
or study of 

place-names

Geography
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Physical Geography

The study of the earth's 
physical characteristics 

and processes 

Anthrogeography

The study of how human 
communities interact with the 

physical environment

The knowledge 
and skills involving 

concepts of space—
including the use of 
tools such as  maps 

and graphs to 
organize and 

interpret spatial  
information

Wine Theory
Spirits Theory

Maps
Toponomy

Physical 
Geography

Human  
Geography

Spatial 
Thinking
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Study tip #1

Don’t study 
geography…
do geography

Read
Highlight

Watch
Listen

Passive Study

Passive Study                                                                                          
Read
Highlight
Watch
Listen

Active Study
Paraphrase
Create
Plan
Describe
Teach
Draw
Make
Recall
Search

Active Study

Paraphrase
Create
Plan

Describe
Teach

Tell
Draw
Make
Recall
Search
Write
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Study Tool Blank Maps

• Create a visual tool with just 
the amount of precision you 
need

• Fill in the details from 
memory

Cultivate spatial thinking & skills 

Latitude 

Distances
Relative 

Size
Mountains

Rivers

BoundariesCoastlines

Study Tool
Google Maps/
Google Earth 

• Measure distances
• Check latitude and longitude
• Search nearby
• Use satellite view
• Use street view
• Plan a trip 
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Study Tool Watch the River Run

Study Tool
Wine or Spirits Map 
Scavenger Hunt 

Study tip #2

Tackle topography
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Topography

The study of the 
surface of the earth 
and how it creates 

the underlying 
foundation of a 

landscape 

Study Tool Relief Maps

• Visualize, define, locate, & 
label topographical 
features

• Overlay towns, cities, 
wine/spirits regions 
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Study Tool The Bubbly Professor’s  
Wine & Spirits Geo Cheat Sheet

• Add to a blank map
• Name the associated 

wine/spirits regions
• Explain the cause & 

effect

Study tip #3

Unleash the 
awesome power of 
chunking

Chunking

Breaking information into bite-sized pieces

Prevents information overload
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George A. Miller (1956). The Magical Number Seven, Plus or Minus Two: Some Limits on our 
Capacity for Processing Information. Harvard University: Psychological Review, 63, 81-97.

Approach appellations by grape or wine styleFunctional chunks

Type
Style

Grape
Production

Aging

Study Tool Political Maps
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Study tip #4

Make it meaningful 
to make it 
memorable

Plot your potion 

Cluster appellations around landmarks Group appellations around landmarks
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Heed the Layers 

Study Tool “The Big Picture is Worth a 
Thousand Words”

Study Tool AVA Explorer
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Study Tool Weinlagen

Study Tool Wine and Spirits Maps… 
from the source(s)

Study tip #5

Recall and repeat
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Draw maps from memory!

Create practice drills for active recall 

Study Tool SWE’s Wine Map Exercises 
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Study tip #6

Connect the dots

Latitude             Topography           Elevation

Waterways            Agriculture 

Climate             Appellations

Final self-test: draw the map free hand 

Study Goals
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…looks like 
a turkey 
leg…

JFF - compare it to that first free-hand map…

Let’s 
Review!

_________________________ 

is the knowledge or study

of place-names
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The study of the surface of 

the earth and how it 

creates the underlying 

foundation of a landscape 

is known as: 

______________________

Watching a video is a(n)

_______________________

study technique, while 

drawing a map is 

___________________

The knowledge and skill set  

required to use maps and other 

tools to understand distance

shape, size, and direction is 

known as:

___________________________ 

49

50

51



18

Breaking information into 

bite-size pieces in order to 

prevent information overload is 

known as 

_________________________ 

One of the most important 

study tips for geography (and 

everything else) is to make it

_________________________ 

to make it memorable.  

Draw 
your

own

Embrace 
Space

Chunk it 
good!

Context
Context
Context
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Draw your own maps from memory: Use active learning & active 
recall to create visual tools specific to what you need to learn

Context, context, context: Make it meaningful and provide context 
to the “dots on the map” so you are not just memorizing random 

blips of information

Chunk it good: Divide the content into meaningful groups of 
information small enough to commit to memory in one sitting 

Embrace Space: Use your spatial intelligence (and Google Maps) to 
provide real-world context (distance, latitude, direction) to your 

map work  

The ________________ is the 

longest river in the world. 

Cartophilia yet? 

Thank you for 
joining us!
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