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The Dish on Dirt
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What are you?

How did you get 
here?

Why do you look 
like that?
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Like all matter, minerals are composed of elements. 

Minerals

Minerals

The “building blocks” for rocks.

Inorganic

Natural

Specific chemical structure

Crystalline structure 
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Quartz

Calcite
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Rocks

Composed of minerals

Tollhouse

Snickerdoodle

Rocks

Composed of minerals

Naturally occurring

Do not have a specific or 
common structure 

Differentiated by mineral 
composition and texture  
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Minerals

Rocks
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0.05 mm - 2 mm 0.002 mm –
0.05 mm

Coarse                Gritty            Floury         Powdery
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Silt
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How do we label soils?

Limestone
Sand

Clay

Gravel
Granite

Dolomite

Slate

Alluvial

Albariza

SiltSchist

Loess
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Cool…
terroir… 
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