Going Rogue Valley

170 Years of Oregon Winemaking
in the Rogue Valley
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* Where is the Rogue Valley located?

* What s the geography/geology of the area?

* What s the history of the valley?

* What makes the region unique for growing grapes?

* What are the major styles and varieties?

Road Map to the Rogue Valley




Where is the Rogue and what does it look like?
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* The area is the intersection of the Cascade, Coast, and
Klamath Mountain ranges

* The Rogue Valley is composed of several rivers and
tributaries which carved out the three main valleys where
grapes are grown

* The Applegate Valley (which is the only sub AVA in the Rogue Valley)
* The lllinoisValley
* The BearCreekValley

Mountains, Rivers, and Valleys

Rogue Valley
American Viticultural Area
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The Rogue Valley has vineyards at elevations between 1,300-1,800’
Vineyards are typically planted on hillsides, not on the valley floor

The western half of the AVA (lllinois Valley/Applegate Valley) receive
some coastal influence and have a cooler climate

The eastern half (Bear Creek Valley) is much warmer and drier

Elevation and Climate




* Soil types are diverse
* Mix of metamorphic, sedimentary, and volcanic

* 5,635 acres of vineyards, only .05% of the total acreage of the AVA

* Source: oregonwine.com/regions/rogue-valley

Soils/Acreage




The Beginning — Mid 18005

* The Land Donation Act of 1850

* Granted parcels of land to settlers who lived and developed the land in the Rogue
Valley, similar to previous Homestead Acts

1850s gold discovered along the Rogue River

The Rogue River Wars 1855-1856

* Led to the violent removal of the Native American tribes, the Takelma and the
Tolowa

Winegrapes introduced by miners
* Grapes grown starting in the 1850s

Rogue River History
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* Peter Britt officially founds the state’s first commercial winery in 1873,
Valley View Winery
* The winery operated for several decades
* Closed in 1906 upon Britt's death

* Several other wineries opened after Valley View

Commercial Production Begins

Man, wagon, horses in Britt Vineyard
gathering grapes - Southern Oregon
Historical Society #04534




* Oregon passes the "The Oregon Enforcement Act” which banned the
manufacture and sale of all alcohol in 1914

* The act, five years before the Volstead Act, shuts down Rogue Valley
wine production

* Overturnedin 1933

Rogue Valley and Oregon Prohibition




Grape production does not return to the Rogue Valley until 1967

Peter Lombard planted the first modern vines at the OSU Extension,
testing varieties for the region

After discussing and sharing results with farmers, a boom in vineyard
plantings occurred in the 1970s

The Rogue Valley AVA was officially granted in 2001

Rogue Valley Rebirth

Frank Wisnovky Reestablishes Valley View 1972




* According to the Rogue Valley Wine Growers Association, production is
65-70% red varieties and 30-35% white varieties.
* Most commonly found red grapes are:

* Merlot, Syrah, Cabernet Sauvignon, Pinot Noir, Cabernet Franc, Tempranillo and
Malbec

* Most commonly found white grapes are:
* Pinot Gris, Chardonnay, and Viognier

Climate

* Valley floors often too hot for grape production as heat is trapped by the
mountains

Terrain
* As mentioned, most vineyards are planted on hillsides or steeper inclines

Production

* The area competes with orchards and other agriculture for land, leading to smaller
scale of production than other regions

* Smaller production leads to only regional or direct-to-consumer sales
Marketing
* The Rogue Valley is truly a hidden gem, typically overshadowed by the Willamette

Challenges




* Currently over 60 wineries operating throughout the Rogue Valley AVA

* The majority are based around Applegate Valley and the Bear Creek
Valley (sometimes referred to simply as the Rogue Valley)

* Prominent wineriesinclude Del Rio, 2Hawks, Belle Fiore, Troon, and
Quady North

Wineries
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Valley View Winery Today

The Rogue Valley maintains a small, boutique feel
Overall grape production is around 10,000 tons
Rich agricultural area

Not easily accessible or near a large urban area
* 270 miles from Portland
* 350 miles from San Francisco

Additional Notes
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