
4/2/2023

1

New Grapes

In Old Regions

New Grapes: What?

In France: VIFA—grapes approved in 

established AOCs as variété d’intérêt à fin 
d’adaptation

All over the world: grape breeding institutes, 

universities, and private breeders are at work 

creating new varieties 

Hybrid grapes: increasingly adopted 

PIWI varieties: fungus and disease resistant
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New Grapes: Why?

Allows for the expansion of organic viticulture

More sustainable/lower cost

Responsive to the challenges of climate change

Offers something new and exciting

More potential for cool-climate red wines

High yields, early harvest, excellent acidity

Vinifera grapes on the move….

Rise of the hybrids…

New and Improved (?) 

Agioritiko in Provence, Albariño in Bordeaux…

Ráthay in Austria, Voltis in Champagne…

PIWI Varieties…Solaris (Germany)…Luminan (Cognac)…
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Erbamat Arinarnoa Ráthay

Ráthay Roesler Voltis

Vidal        Souvignier Gris      

Muscaris      Pinotin

Deep Dives

Vinifera grapes on the move…

5

6



4/2/2023

4

Franciacorta DOCG (2017)

Erbamat

Erbamat

An old variety, native to northern Italy

Valtènesi*

Trentino

*former DOC, now part of the 
Riviera del Garda Classico DOC

Franciacorta
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Erbamat

Added to Italy’s National Grape 

Registry in 2007 (as Verdealbara)

Erbamat

2017: approved for limited use in 

Franciacorta DOCG

Photo via: https://www.circleofwinewriters.org/
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Erbamat

Noted for adaptability to warm 

climates, age-ability, & acid retention 

Bordeaux and Bordeaux Supérieur AOCs (2021)

Arinarnoa, Castets, Marselan, 

Touriga Nacional, Albariño, Liliorila

Médoc, Haut-Médoc, & Listrac-Médoc AOCs

(red grapes only, 2022)
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Castets: 
A forgotten variety; native to SW France

Marselan: 
Cabernet Sauvignon X Grenache

Touriga Nacional:
Portuguese variety used in Port (and other wines of 

Portugal)

Albariño:
Famous in Galicia (Rías Baixas and beyond) as well as 
Portugal’s Vinho Verde (as Alvarinho)

Liliorila:
Baroque X Chardonnay

Arinarnoa

Tannat X Cabernet Sauvignon, 

created by the INRA in 1965 
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Arinarnoa

Late budding, resistant to grey rot, can 

maintain acidity in wine climates 

Arinarnoa

Can produce structured, tannic wines 

with natural, deep color 
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(Proposed) Côtes de Provence AOC

Agiorgitiko, Calabrese, Moschofilero, 

Verdejo, Xinomavro

Agiorgitiko:
One of the leading red grapes of Greece; sole variety 

allowed in the Nemea PDO (Peloponnese Peninsula)

Calabrese:
Aka Nero d’Avola; leading red grape of Sicily and 

Calabria, thrives in warm climate 

Moschofilero:
Pink-skinned variety from the Peloponnese; widely 

grown throughout Greece

Verdejo:
Leading white grape of the Rueda DO; known to be 

drought resistant

Xinomavro:
Another leading red grape of Greece; sole variety allowed 

in the Noussa PDO (Northern Greece/Macedonia)
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Rise of the hybrids…

Austria PDO (2018)

Ráthay, Roesler
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Ráthay

Multi-species hybrid created in 1970 

Blauburger X Klosterneuburg 1189-9-77  

Ráthay

PIWI variety; quite resistant to fungal 

diseases and extremely cold-hardy 

Very well suited to organic viticulture 

Photo credit: https://www.oesterreichwein.at/presse-multimedia
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Ráthay

Produces flavorful, tannic wines with 

deep, dark colors; often blended with 

paler varieties

Photo credit: https://www.oesterreichwein.at/presse-multimedia

Roesler

Multi-species hybrid created in 1970 

Zweigelt X Klosterneuburg 1189-9-77  
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Roesler
PIWI variety; partial resistance to 

fungal diseases; cold hardy; well-

suited to organic viticulture  

Photo credit: https://www.oesterreichwein.at/presse-multimedia

Roesler

Produces fruity red wines with very 

dark color and firm structure; 

excellent capacity for barrel aging 

Photo credit: https://www.oesterreichwein.at/presse-multimedia
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Champagne AOC (2022)

Voltis

Voltis

PIWI variety created by the INAO 

(France) and the Julius Kühn

Institute (Germany) 
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Voltis
A complex hybrid containing  DNA from 

Vitis vinifera, Vitis berlandieri, 

Vitis rupestris, and Vitis muscadinia

Photo credit: Ursula Brühl, Doris Schneider, Julius Kühn Institute (JKI)

Voltis

2022: Approved for limited use 

(5% of vineyards, 10% of blend) in 

the Champagne AOC (VIFA)
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(Proposed) Cognac AOC:

Vidal 

Vidal

French hybrid created by Jean-

Louis Vidal (1930s). Original 

purpose: use in Cognac!  
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Vidal

PIWI Variety; 

Ugni Blanc X Rayon d’Or (Seibel 4986) 

Photo by: Agne27 via Wikimedia Commons 

Prized in North 

America due to its 

cold-hardiness (and 

lack of foxiness)

Vidal
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New and Improved (?)

Austria PDO:

Muscaris, Souvignier Gris
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Muscaris

PIWI variety created (1987) by 

Norbert Becker (Freiburg, Germany)

Photo via: Staatliches Weinbauinstitut Freiburg 
(State Institute for Viticulture and Enology)

Muscaris

Complex hybrid; Solaris x Muskateller
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Muscaris

Can produce wine reminiscent of 

Muscat (grape, citrus, and floral 

aromas); often used in sparkling wine

Photo credit: https://www.oesterreichwein.at/presse-multimedia

Souvignier Gris

PIWI variety—another creation of 

Norbert Becker at Freiburg—1983 

Norbert Becker (1937-2012) 
German agricultural scientist specializing in 

vine breeding and viticulture; created 
dozens of fungus-resistant vines

39

40



4/2/2023

21

Souvignier Gris

Complex hybrid:

Seyval Blanc x Zähringer

Zähringer = Gewürztraminer x Riesling

Souvignier Gris

Produces fruity, non-aromatic wine 

that is rich in extract; often 

compared to Pinot Gris  
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Mosel PDO (2022)

Pinotin

Pinotin

PIWI Variety created in Switzerland 

(1991) by Valentin Blattner  

Photos via: https://slotovino.blogspot.com/
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Pinotin

Complex hybrid recently revealed as:

Pinot Noir X (JS 12417 X Chancellor)

Pinotin

Produces wine reminiscent of Pinot Noir 

(fruity/cherry aromas; notes of 

earth/forest floor) but with more intensity 

of color, tannin, and depth. 
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(Proposed) Cognac AOC:

Coutia, Luminan

Coutia
• New interspecies hybrid 

• Ugni Blanc X Montpellier RV4/INRA RV4 

(descended from Muscadinia rotundifolia) 

• Created via the INRA* at Montpellier and the BNIC**

• Registered in 2021 

Luminan

*INRA—Institut National de la Recherche Agronomique

(National Institute of Agricultural Research) 

**BNIC—Bureau National Interprofessionnel du Cognac  

• New interspecies hybrid 

• Ugni Blanc X Montpellier RV4/INRA RV4 (descended 

from Muscadinia rotundifolia) 

• Created via the INRA* at Montpellier and the BNIC**

• Registered in 2021 
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Let’s Review! 

Name one reason we are 
seeing so many new 
grapes in old regions:
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Coutia, Vidal, and Luminan—all 
hybrids—have been proposed as 
possible new varieties in what 
famous spirit?

For what type and style of wine is 
Vidal most widely used? 
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Many “new grapes” are fungus-
resistant. What German nickname 
is often used to describe them?

What hybrid grape has recently 
been approved for (limited) use in 
the Champagne AOC?
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Pinotin—now grown in small amounts 
in Germany’s Mosel—was created in 
the town of Soyhières…in what 
country?

Name ONE of the five Bordeaux AOCs 
currently allowed to use Marselan:
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Agiorgitiko, Calabrese, 
Moschofilero, Verdejo, and 
Xinomavro have been proposed 
for use in what appellation?

Thank you for 

joining us!
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Upcoming Members-Only Webinars:

Thursday, May 4
Spirits Mini-Conference

Saturday, June 10
10:00 am central time

Sunday, July 23
4:00 pm central time
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