












































Appendix—Viticultural Effects of Climate 
 
This proposed AVA area experiences a nightly breeze coming from the Pacific, through the gap 
in the Vaca Ridge west of Winters, and into the western edge of the Sacramento Valley.  The 
vineyards in this area experience lower nighttime temperatures than those just a few miles 
north, south, or east of this proposed AVA, especially from May through September. Low 
nighttime temperatures during the growing season allow vineyards in this AVA to produce 
grapes with less acid giving winemakers the ability to soften the acidic edge of the whites and 
lighter red varieties. This gives winemakers an ability to blend wines with subtle flavors.  Warm 
growing season temperatures favor grapes grown historically in the warmer regions of Spain 
and Southern France, such as Verdelho, Verdejo, Albariño, Grenache, Petite Sirah, and 
Tempranillo. This area also mimics sub-climate conditions found in pockets of Croatia where 
Zinfandel grapes grow well. The drier climate favors wine grape growing because it doesn’t 
encourage mildew and mold like in the more humid and cooler regions or those that are subject 
to fog.  The grapes remain viable into a later harvest season and gives winemakers some wider 
flexibility age and blend wines with subtle flavors that are distinct from surrounding AVA’s. 
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