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Oregon’s Willamette Valley: The Future of Premium Pinot Noir
Carrie Kalscheuer, CWE

Chief Brand Officer, Ponzi Vineyards

Concentration of Premium Pinot Noir 
Production 
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The Willamette Valley Edge

Ideal Terroir 

Moderate Warming 

Value 
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Oregon’s Unique Climate and Terroir

Oregon’s Unique Climate and Terroir
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The Willamette 
Valley 

Advantage 
Consistent rainfall patterns 

and abundant access to 
groundwater.  

The Willamette Valley 
Advantage

The Willamette Valley’s borderline mediterranean 
climate allows for more temperate shoulder 
seasons
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Premium Pinot Noir
A narrow window of opportunity

Greg Jones, 2006

Climate Change & Growing 
Degree Days 

Burgundy 2024 GDD ~ 1220
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Style Comparison 
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Value Proposition & Global Prestige

5

$198 

Top ReviewsTop Reviews

Average Price Average Price Average Price

Top Reviews 88

$63 $61 
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Oregon’s Willamette Valley: The Future of Premium Pinot Noir
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