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Wildfire Incident Information   Back to �re map

Wanapum Village
FIRE

29.0
acres

30 mi
NE of Yakima, WA

4 months ago
reported

Primary Fire Agency
Bureau of Land Management — Spokane District

Current Weather
No current weather available

Fire Growth Potential

Fire Status: CONTROLLED

Last Updated: 3 months ago

Incident #: 2021-WASPD-000278

Fire Start: Wednesday, June 30, 2021 1:05 PM PDT

Fuels: Grass, Shrub

Dispatch Notes: Contain: 06/30/21 2030 | Control: 07/01/21 1554

Wanapum Village Fire
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Multiple Fires In Wanapum Area May Be 
Intentional 

• Kyle Lamb
• June 30, 2021

Crews from the Bureau of Land Management, US Fish and Wildlife and the DNR battle
three separate fires in the same relative area Wednesday.

Central Washington Incident Command Center Assistant Manager of Operations Josh
Gibbs said the first incident, titled the Wanapum Village Fire, burned about two acres
south of Wanapum Village.

“Once they got on scene they discovered that there was another fire.” Gibbs stated,
“That one they called the Village Fire. It was approximately two acres as well.”

The Village Fire was located directly west of Wanapum Village.

Further south crews were challenged once again by the Beverly Fire. That blaze grew to
about 5 acres before it was contained.
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According to our news partner iFIBER ONE, authorities believe the fires were human-
caused with the points of ignition occurring just off the highway. A trailer in the Beverly 
area appeared to be on fire on the side of the road based on a photo taken by the Grant 
PUD. 
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FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20426 

OFFICE OF ENERGY PROJECTS 

Project No. 2114-285 – Washington 

Priest Rapids Hydroelectric Project 

Public Utility District No. 2 of Grant County, 

Washington 

November 10, 2016 

Mr. Kevin Nordt 

General Manager 

Public Utility District No. 2 of Grant County 

P.O. Box 898 

Ephrata, WA 98823 

Mr. Rex Buck, Jr.  

Priest Rapids Band of Wanapum Indians 

Wanapum Heritage Center 

14352 Highway 243S 

Beverly, Washington 99321 

Mr. Guy Moura 

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 

Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation 

P.O. Box 150 

Nespelem, WA 99155 

Mr. Johnson Meninick 

Cultural Resources Program Manager 

Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yamaka Nation 

P.O. Box 151 

Toppenish, WA 98948 

Subject: Executed Memorandum of Agreement  

Dear Messrs. Nordt, Buck, Moura, Meninick: 

Enclosed is the executed Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for the Priest 

Rapids Hydroelectric Project No. 2114.  The Public Utility District No. 2 of Grant 

County (Grant PUD) plans to remove 75.59 acres from the project boundary, which 
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includes the Wanapum Village Housing Development, a contributing feature to the 

Wanapum Village, which is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  

The Wanapum Village includes 30 middle-century homes and a schoolhouse, which are 

components of the Priest Rapids Hydroelectric Project.  The Priest Rapids Project is 

located on the mid-Columbia River in portions of Grant, Yakima, Kittias, Benton, and 

Chelan counties, Washington, and includes the Wanapum and Priest Rapids 

developments.  The project occupies federal lands managed by the Bureau of 

Reclamation, the Bureau of Land Management, the U.S. Department of the Army, U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service, and the U.S. Department of Energy.   

 

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as 

amended (16 U.S.C. § 470f), and its implementing regulations at 36 C.F.R § 

800.5(a)(2)(vii), we have determined that this Undertaking would have an adverse effect 

on the historic property since it would be removed from the Commission’s oversight.  

Grant PUD and the Washington State Historic Preservation Office (Washington SHPO), 

in conjunction with the Commission, have consulted and developed a plan to mitigate the 

adverse effect to the historic property and have included it in the enclosed MOA.  In 

addition, Grant PUD has consulted and included the following Tribes as concurring 

parties to the MOA: Priest Rapids Band of Wanapum Indians, the Confederated Tribes of 

the Colville Reservation, and Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yamaka Nation.   

 

The Commission reviewed the MOA and forwarded it on October 14, 2016 to the 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (Council) notifying the Council of the adverse 

effect and requested that the Council notify us if they wished to participate within 

15 days.  The Council has not replied.  Therefore, we have determined that the Council 

has no comments and the MOA can be executed.  On November 2, 2016, the Washington 

SHPO filed a copy of the MOA with the Commission that they signed on 

October 24, 2016.  The Commission then executed the MOA, by signature, on November 

10, 2016.  By this letter, we are now inviting all concurring parties to sign the MOA.  

Once we have received all signatures from the concurring parties, we will forward you a 

copy of the final executed MOA for your files.   

 

The Commission strongly encourages electronic filing.  Please file the requested 

information using the Commission’s eFiling system at http://www.ferc.gov/docs-

filing/efiling.asp.  For assistance, please contact FERC Online Support at 

FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov, (866) 208-3676 (toll free), or (202) 502-8659 (TTY).  In 

lieu of electronic filing, please send a paper copy to: Secretary, Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street, NE, Washington, DC 20426.  The first page of 

any filing should include docket number P-2114-285. 

 

In order to permit the licensee to begin mitigation work in a timely fashion, we 

also ask that you either fax the signature page to Jennifer Polardino at (202) 219-2732 or 

sign, scan, or e-mail the signature page to Jennifer Polardino at 
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Project No. 2114-285 -3- 

jennifer.polardino@ferc.gov.  If you have any questions concerning this matter, please 

contact Jennifer Polardino at (202) 502-6437. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer Hill 

Director 

Division of Hydropower Administration 

    and Compliance 

Enclosure:    Executed Memorandum of Agreement 

Cc: 

Ms. Allyson Brooks, Ph.D 

Washington State Historic Preservation Officer 

Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation 

P.O. Box 48343 

Olympia, WA 98504-8343  

Mr. Ross Hendrick 

License Compliance Manager 

Public Utility District No. 2 of Grant County 

P.O. Box 898 

Ephrata, WA 98823 
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